Jeep hits mainstream America with the Willys CJ-2A
text and photography by Rob Reaser

Auto manufacturers spend millions
trying to convince the buying public that
their particular breed of gasoline-powered
four-wheel transportation is The One. When
it became obvious that the Axis powers
would soon be relegated to the Failed
Conquest dustbin of history, the Willys-
Overland company realized it had a product
that needed no public fanfare. The Jeep had
proven its mettle in the worst conditions
around the globe and under the most
extreme circumstances. The soldiers who
relied on this four-wheel drive wonder knew
it. The folks on the homefront knew it. Little
surprise, then, that even before WWII was
over, Willys-Overland had shifted its sights
on bringing the Jeep to the civilian
populace.

The first of the civilian Jeeps to hit Main
Street (or, more appropriately, the back
roads) was the CJ-2A—also known as the
Jeep Universal. This model, which went into

production in late 1945, was preceded by

another postwar variation—the CJ-2,
commonly referred to as the Agrijeep (a
limited-run model built for testing the Jeep
for agricultural use).

the market since the Model T. Aside from
running gear and sheetmetal, the CJ-2A
emerged from Willys-Overland with only
the barest essentials—butt-numbing front
and rear seats, pedals, shifter levers, steering
wheel and only basic instrumentation. Oh,
there were a few “upgrades,” such as a fuel
filler neck relocated to the outside, a drop-
down tailgate, side-mounted spare tire,
canvas top, larger headlights, windshield
wiper and somewhat street-{riendly gearing.
Perhaps the most exciting feature was that

the Jeep could be purchased in a conservative
pallet of colors other than Olive-Drab.
To be fair, however, the Jeep Universal
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covers the tub interior; and an aluminum
deck plate was inserted between the fender
and rocker panel to serve as the running
boards.

While justa gnat’s whisker over 214,000
units were produced during its five-year
production run, and surviving examples of
the CJ-2A are not as common as they used
to be, Paul doesn’t consider his Jeep to be
all that special.

“Idon’t think it’s unique,” he says, “but
when we take it to Jeep shows, people like
it. I think it's the small nondirectional tires
and the flathead engine. You don’t see
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replaced the generator with an alternator;
the front bumper is homemade; a bedliner
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the planning and provisioning for more powerful engines, stronger
transmissions, improved transfer cases and all details in between.

We encourage you to find and study our website where you’ll en-
counter a most informative Catalog & Knowledge Base.
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